Road-Rait Transport
bound to increase, so that the Wedgwood Committee do not
consider a 100 per cent increase in loss as impossible.
The competitive ability of the road vehicle is best seen
in the low rates charged by them.   Though the economic
sphere of r'oad operation is only about a hundred miles,
we saw that it sometimes is as great as  six hundred
miles.   The cost of transporting a bag of tobacco from
Nipani to Bijapur comes to only 8 annas by motor lorry,
whereas it is about 12 to 14 annas by rail.   Similarly, for
a distance of 97 miles between Dharwar and Nipani it
comes to ten annas per bag by road-motor.   The Marketing
Reports of the Government  of India are full of such
examples.   The chief cause for the choice of this mode of
transport is, not only its comparative Ireight advantage
but aLso, because it eliminates handling charges and cartage
from, and to, the stations.   "With regard to the transport
of perishables, like fruits and vegetables, the motor lorry
is the best agency because of its speed and careful transit.
The economics of fruit marketing has been investigated
by  the   Gokhale  Institute   of  Politics   and  Economics,
wherein the great advantages of this means of transport
have been, looked into.
While this is true in the case of freight traffic, passenger
traffic shows a like tendency, as it is in this sphere that
competition has been most acute, The causes for this are
the efficiency of road motor transport and the low running
costs. The expenses of motor operation, we had occasion
to see, come to about fivfc annas per vehicle mile- The
economic basis of road rates should be higher than the rail
rate, which is about 3-5 pies per passenger mile by third
class. Five pies per mile at least could be considered as an
economic rate. Actually, we saw, the rate charged varle^
between three and six pies. For long distance traffi$?%*
is the former, and for short distance, the latter." ^^FKen.
however, the bus rang on a t competitive route with the